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In Cockburn’s revision of Erythroxylaceae for the Tree Flora of Malaya 
(1972) and Payens’ revision of the same family for the Flora Malesiana (1958) 
only one indigenous species was recognised in Malaya. 

We now have evidence to show that there are in fact two species in Malayan 
forests. 

The new species is known from only two localities and differs from the more 
widespread E. cuneatum in the following characters. 


Fruit size 
Fruit shape 
Loculi 

Fertile loculus 

Styles 
Leaf apex 


E. cuneatum 

Up to 1.0 x 0.5 cm 

oblong-ellipsoid 

occupying 3 angles of a 
triangle 

nearly same size as 
sterile 

united basally 
retuse or obtuse 


E. kochummenii sp. nov. 
2 x 1.5 — 2.2 x 2.0 cm 
broadly obovoid 
lying 3 in a row 

much narrower than sterile 
loculi 

free 

acuminate 


The leaf difference is constant in Malaya but breaks down elsewhere. Never¬ 
theless, the fruit and flower differences appear to be good. 

Erythroxylum kochummenii Ng sp. nov. 

Erythroxyli cuneati valde affinis, sed differt fructu majore late obovoideo 
2.0-2.2 cm longo 1.5-2.0 cm lato loculis in linear recta, loculo uno fertile duos 
loculos sterilis interjects et valde angustiore. Styli liberi. Foliorum apex acuminatus. 

A medium-sized tree to 30 m tall 180 cm girth. 

Hill forests. SELANGOR: Ulu Gombak F. R. KEP 51730 fl. IV 1941; KEP 
93146 ripe fr. VIII 1965 (Holotype KEP). KELANTAN: Ulu Lebir F. R. FRI 
17705 fr. VIII 1970. 

The species is named after Mr. K. M. Kochummen, who collected the type 
specimen. I am very grateful to Dr. M. Jacobs of Rijksherbarium, Leiden, for the 
Latin diagnosis. 
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Fig. 1 Erythroxylum kochummenii a-c : KEP 51730; d-g: KEP 93146; a — flower bud, 
b — stamens and pistil, c — two petals showing ligules on inner face, d — fruit, e — fruit 
in transverse section & / — in longitudinal section, g — leaf. Erythroxylum cuneatum h-i : 
FRI 16786; j-m : KEP 15688; h — fruit, i — fruit in t.s., j — stamens and pistil, k — flower 
bud, / — one petal showing ligule on inner face, m — leaf. 















































